
 
Maryland Legislation Update: School Days vs. Instructional Hours 

House Bill 1084 (HB1084) 
 
A bill currently under review in the Maryland General Assembly could directly impact how 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) builds future school calendars. 
 
What’s the Current Rule? 
Maryland law requires public schools to meet both: 

• 180 school days, and 
• A minimum number of instructional hours (generally 1,080 hours for many grades). 

 
This means MCPS must satisfy both requirements, even in years with multiple snow days 
or emergency closures. 
 
What Would Change? 
House Bill 1084 (HB1084) is a local bill specific to Montgomery County. 
If passed, it would allow the Montgomery County Board of Education to meet either: 

• A minimum number of school days 
OR 

• A minimum number of instructional hours 
 

                rather than being required to meet both. 
 

Why This Matters for MCPS Families 
This proposal could provide MCPS with greater flexibility when: 

• Making up snow days 
• Responding to prolonged emergencies 
• Adjusting calendars to avoid scheduling conflicts with major religious or cultural 

observances 
• Managing early release or professional development days 

 



It would not automatically shorten the school year, but it could change how calendar 
adjustments are made in the future. 
 
Current Status 
HB1084 is under consideration in the Maryland House of Delegates during the 2026 
legislative session.  Because it is a local bill, it would apply only to Montgomery County if 
enacted. 
 
Who to Contact 
If you would like to share your thoughts or learn more, you may contact the Maryland 
General Assembly.  Find your state senator and delegate: 
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Members/District 
 
Maryland Legislative District: 15 
State Senator 
Brian J. Feldman - brian.feldman@senate.maryland.gov 
  
State Delegate 1 
David Fraser-Hidalgo - david.fraser.hidalgo@house.maryland.gov 
 
State Delegate 2 
Lily Qi - lily.qi@house.maryland.gov 
 
State Delegate 3 
Linda Foley - linda.foley@house.maryland.gov 
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