
 
NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL  

PTSA & BOOSTER CLUB MEETING  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WEDNESDAY , FEBR UARY 18, 202 6 at 7PM  
LOCATION: MEDIA CENTER  

MINUTES  
Welcome: Kim Summers, PTSA President and Jenn Ripkin, 
Booster Club President   
 
Seth Liner (NWHS Graduate Parent) from Sonic Promos 

• 2 students in college 
• Based in Gaithersburg – in business for 30 years 
• Promotional items sales 
• Does a program with digital engagement  

o For example, win prize while collecting data 
• Set up spin and win played on phone during football game this past fall 

▪ Cheerleaders and poms held signs with QR code 
▪ Supporters won spirit wear items and an array  
▪ Due to success of project won a Peake Award for “Excellence in 

Promotion” 
 

Approve Minutes from Previous Meeting: Jenn Moss, Recording 
Secretary  
https://www.nwhsptsa.org/wp-content/uploads/NWHS-PTSA-and-BOOSTER-
MINUTES-OCT-2025.pdf 

• Tori Rodriguez moved to accept the minutes 
• Allison Boyle seconded the motion 
• Unanimously approved 

 
 
 

https://www.nwhsptsa.org/wp-content/uploads/NWHS-PTSA-and-BOOSTER-MINUTES-OCT-2025.pdf
https://www.nwhsptsa.org/wp-content/uploads/NWHS-PTSA-and-BOOSTER-MINUTES-OCT-2025.pdf


Announcement: Brittney Luksic 
Topic: Mending Lab Guest  

• NWHS is a certified Green School 
• First school to work with MDPE 
• Zero waste programs division of EPA 
• Will be teaching others to learn how to mend clothing with and without sewing 

machines, waste is reduced in landfills 
• Spread the word in the community! 

 

• NWHS Green Team, in conjunction with the Maryland Department for Environmental 
Protection, Zero Waste Programs Division, is hosting our very first Community 
Mending Lab and Clothing Swap in the Media Center on February 28th from 12:30- 
3:30 pm. This is a first-of-its-kind community event for the Germantown and 
Gaithersburg communities. 

• A Mending Lab is a hands-on space where to bring in worn or damaged clothing and 
learn how to repair them with the help of skilled volunteers.   This lab will help 
address missing buttons, small tears, and loose hems.  Attendees will be guided 
through the process to learn to fix apparel and extend the life of garments. 

 
· Sign up for a 30-minute time slot with an expert (Time slots available coming soon!) 

• Bring up to 2 garments per person for repair. 
• Learn basic mending techniques like patching, hemming, or simple embroidery. 
• (Optional) Already have skills?: Use our open meeting tables with provided supplies 

to fix your garments. 
 

        
 



 
Speaker: Donny Knepper 
Topic: Essential Docs Before Your Teen Goes to College  

• Estate Planning Attorney from Montgomery County 
• “Wear Clean Underwear” book provided to winners of trivia 
• Critical documents – Keep in documents 

o Healthcare Power of Attorney 
o HIPAA Authorization Release Form 
o Durable Power of Attorney 

▪ Bring to where your child has a bank account and file it now 
▪ This process can take a while, which can be frustrating if needed 

in a rush 
o FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act) – access to children’s 

academic and disciplinary records 
• Documents require witness and notary  

 
 

School Improvement Plan: Amy McClintock, Staff Development 
Teacher 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



  
 

 

 
 

 



 
JOINT (PTSA & BOOSTER CLUB)  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Membership: Kim Summers, PTSA President  
185 Members – 6 Joined Since our Last Meeting 
Currently at $8, Down from $13,300 
Staff Membership has increased 

 
Nominations: Kim Summers, PTSA President  

Nominations Committee Being Chaired by Kristina Sracic 
 

PTSA Openings 
President – NEEDED 

Chairs for Prom 
Chair for After Prom 

Chair for Auction 
**Adding volunteer positions to have oversight of website and newsletter,  

which have been filled with nominees already. 
 

Booster Club Openings 
Several Positions Open + 

5K Chair 
Spirit Wear Chair 

 

Scholarship Program: Kristina Sracic, Scholarship Committee 
Chair 

• Need leadership for review committee members to serve 
• Evaluating at what levels and how many scholarships are offered 
• April 19 is deadline for committee 
• Awarded May 21   

 

PTSA COMMITTEE REPORTS 
After Prom: Kim Summers, PTSA President  

• April 10, 2026 from 11:30 PM to 3:30 AM at NWHS 
• Event Website - After Prom | Northwest High School PTSA & Booster Club 

https://www.nwhsptsa.org/after-prom/ 
• Need volunteers – sign up at to volunteer and/or donate gift card prizes here 

APP 2026: 2026 NW After Prom Party - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873613-2025#/ 

o The event is a LOT of fun and students are excited to be there 
• Visit website to see the prizes that are offered 
• Food is offered  
• Request for all families to donate $26  
• Sonic and Patient First have donated as sponsors as well as prizes  
• SGA donated $2,500 

https://www.nwhsptsa.org/after-prom/
https://www.nwhsptsa.org/after-prom/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873613-2025#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873613-2025#/


 

Delegate Report: Jen Teitelbaum and Marci Reich, MCCPTA NW 
Delegates  
Virtual MCCPTA Event: March 27 at 7PM for Sleep and Health for Student Success 
 

Most impactful current 2 resolutions from MCCPTA 
➢ MCCPTA Resolution on Intentional, Effective, and Safe Use of Technology, 

including Artificial Intelligence. Passed by DA January 27, 2026 
o MCCPTA+Resolution+on+Intentional,+Effective,+and+Safe+Use+of+Tech

nology,+including+Artificial+Intelligence,+in+MCPS+Schools+(DA+Passe
d+1-27-26).pdf 

➢ MCCPTA Resolution on Synthetic Turf: Citing Health, Safety, Environmental, 
and Fiscal Concerns. Passed by DA January 27, 2026 

o https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61e6db7b96fc06260760d609/t/6
987c5dec8c877097555e541/1770505694960/MCCPTA+Synthetic+Turf+Re
solution+%28DA+Passed+1-27-26%29.pdf 

 

Dining for Dollars: Amy Soboslay, Dining for Dollars Chair  
Raised ~$1,300 so far from Restaurant Partnerships  
 
Upcoming Fundraisers:  

• Tortacos in Germantown from 5-9 PM (proceeds benefit After Prom) 
• Five Guys in Germantown from 5-9 PM (proceeds benefit NWHS PSTA) 

 

NAACP: Lynnsea Smith and Yolanda Mike, NAACP Reps  
(both NAACP reps absent to attend NAACP Meeting - Kim Summers reported) 
Black History Month Celebration at NWHS on Tuesday, March 24 from 6:30 PM-9 PM 

• Placing more of an emphasis on this being a cluster event 

 
 

 

https://www.mccpta.org/s/MCCPTA-Resolution-on-Intentional-Effective-and-Safe-Use-of-Technology-including-Artificial-Intellige.pdf
https://www.mccpta.org/s/MCCPTA-Resolution-on-Intentional-Effective-and-Safe-Use-of-Technology-including-Artificial-Intellige.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61e6db7b96fc06260760d609/t/698668b076e2eb73e7a2d9ae/1770416304407/MCCPTA+Resolution+on+Intentional%2C+Effective%2C+and+Safe+Use+of+Technology%2C+including+Artificial+Intelligence%2C+in+MCPS+Schools+%28DA+Passed+1-27-26%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61e6db7b96fc06260760d609/t/698668b076e2eb73e7a2d9ae/1770416304407/MCCPTA+Resolution+on+Intentional%2C+Effective%2C+and+Safe+Use+of+Technology%2C+including+Artificial+Intelligence%2C+in+MCPS+Schools+%28DA+Passed+1-27-26%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61e6db7b96fc06260760d609/t/698668b076e2eb73e7a2d9ae/1770416304407/MCCPTA+Resolution+on+Intentional%2C+Effective%2C+and+Safe+Use+of+Technology%2C+including+Artificial+Intelligence%2C+in+MCPS+Schools+%28DA+Passed+1-27-26%29.pdf
https://www.mccpta.org/s/MCCPTA-Synthetic-Turf-Resolution-DA-Passed-1-27-26.pdf
https://www.mccpta.org/s/MCCPTA-Synthetic-Turf-Resolution-DA-Passed-1-27-26.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61e6db7b96fc06260760d609/t/6987c5dec8c877097555e541/1770505694960/MCCPTA+Synthetic+Turf+Resolution+%28DA+Passed+1-27-26%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61e6db7b96fc06260760d609/t/6987c5dec8c877097555e541/1770505694960/MCCPTA+Synthetic+Turf+Resolution+%28DA+Passed+1-27-26%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61e6db7b96fc06260760d609/t/6987c5dec8c877097555e541/1770505694960/MCCPTA+Synthetic+Turf+Resolution+%28DA+Passed+1-27-26%29.pdf


Reflections: Shubha Khot, Reflections Chair  
We do not have state-level finalists this year, but many talented students who 
submitted competitive pieces this year.  We celebrate all of our talented students at 
NWHS!!! 
 

Staff Appreciation: Lindsey Molnar, Staff Appreciation Chair 
• Trail mix event in November was widely appreciated by staff 
• Gift wrapping event for NWHS staff in December was festive and fun  

o 400 gifts were wrapped for staff 
 

Upcoming events to celebrate staff… 
• Breakfast (Wednesday, May 6) and Trail Mix (Friday, May 8) during Staff 

Appreciation Week of May 4-8 
• Sign ups to volunteer can be accessed at Exec Board: 2025-2026 Executive 

Board Help Wanted - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-
57873767-20252026/27307922#/ 

 
Treasurer: Candice Brown, Treasurer  

 
 
Need PTA Members who are not Board Members who will serve on the audit review 
committee. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/


 
Principal’s Report: Scott Smith, Principal  

• 150 families paid senior fees in the fall 
o MCPS is now paying for transportation, which reduces the cost of senior 

packages – some families may have received partial refund as a result 
• Encourages all to attend Black History Month Event at NWHS next Tuesday in 

the cafeteria 
• MCPS Board of Education is determining this week if March 20 will or will not be 

a day off of school 
• MCPS Board of Education is voting tomorrow on the school calendar school 

year  
• Emergency legislation is currently taking place at the state level to evaluate 

how many hours versus the number of days for student learning requirements 
o This would impact if the last day of school is June 17 or June 25 – for the 

last marking period of the academic year 
 
MORE DETAILS: 
Maryland law generally requires schools to be open for both: 

• 180 actual school days AND 
• a minimum number of hours (often referenced as 1,080 hours for many grades; 

high school hours are addressed in COMAR).  
 
Legislation under review that affects “days vs. hours” 
1) HB1084 (Montgomery County – local bill) 
What it does: Would allow MCPS (Montgomery County BOE) to require schools to meet 
either: 

• a minimum number of school days OR 
• a minimum number of school hours 

…instead of having to satisfy both.  
Currently in the House with next hearing 2/19/2026 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Contacting state senators and delegates is encouraged. 
 

• Question asked about Boundary Study?  Mr. Smith offered a review of and 
impact on NWHS as it relates to Dr. Taylor’s recommendations to the MCPS 
Board of Education, which will not be voted on until Thursday, March 26, 2026 

o With the proposed recommendation on the table, NWHS will be losing a 
community that has been a part of NWHS community for years while 
gaining a new one. 

▪ Darnestown ES will no longer attend NWHS under this 
recommendation but Brown Station ES will be moving to NWHS 
and shifting to the Northwest Cluster 

o This proposed change will help keep the student population closer to 
2,200 versus a few years ago when NWHS was over capacity at 2,600, 
which created crowding of hallways and tight capacity 
  

 
 



 
Learn more about the full scope of MCPS superintendent’s boundary study   
recommendations on the MCPS website here: 
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/superintendentreccrowndamascus?usp=shari
ng 

 
BOOSTER CLUB COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Athletics: Jody Tyler, Athletic Director  
Shout out to Mike Wychulis & Jenn Ripkin for being such amazing Booster volunteer 
leaders infusing new ideas into the schools 
 
Spring Sports 

• All registration must be completed through ParentVUE. 
• Tryouts begin officially on February 28. 
• Requirements: Please make sure your student has an updated physical on file 

before the first day of tryouts.  
o Physicals are valid for 13 months from the date of the exam. 

• Students can verify their registration status by checking the posted list 
outside Mrs. Tyler’s office (Room 110). Additionally, confirmation emails will be 
sent to all parents once registration is processed. 

 
Irrigation of the field was evaluated today to be the new softball field 

• $30,000 to $80,000 project that does not have to come out of the NWHS or 
Booster/PTSA budget – is externally funding 
 

Evaluating who will serve as the softball coach for the spring of 2026 
 
Important to Note: The dynamics currently in high school athletics where caregivers 
are not always kind to coaches tends to result in higher turnover rates for coaches – 
this is not isolated to NWHS, but we emphasize the importance of being courteous to 
coaches.  Plus, we need to advocate for caregivers to demonstrate respect towards 
officials.   
 

5K: Allison Boyle, 5K Chair 
Event on March 21, 2026  at 8:30 AM at NWHS 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/Germantown/NorthwestHighSchool5KRunWalk 

• Need a presenting sponsor for $2,000 
• Varsity sponsor is Allegra and still need a couple more sponsors  
• JV sponsorships are in pretty good shape – potentially 4 or 5 
• In-kind donations being made 

https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/superintendentreccrowndamascus?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/superintendentreccrowndamascus?usp=sharing
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fparents-guardians%2Fparentvue%2F&data=05%7C02%7CScott_E_Smith%40mcpsmd.org%7C23d42de9225e408e38d308de68b61e7a%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C639063328580082243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wvSz2Rvilf%2BrfHOYvF3mPKPDz84FCGXBZtmAD%2B0gCEU%3D&reserved=0
https://runsignup.com/Race/MD/Germantown/NorthwestHighSchool5KRunWalk


 
Allegra 

• Will donate road closure signs 
• Keeping cost of shirts the same 

Volunteers 
• Will be posting the need for volunteers with links 

 

Competition Between Teams for Volunteers and Participants 
 

Partnering with Community as After Event to be a Spring Festival – Clubs with Tables 
with Games, DJ, Teachers vs. Students Games 
 

Concessions: Mike Wychulis, Concessions Chair  
We have been able to serve concessions at over 100 events so far this year and have 
not been closed yet.  Woohoo!!! 
 

It appears the profit margins are up for concessions and spirit wear this year. 
 
Volunteers continue to be needed on an ongoing basis.  Sign up online to help here - 
Northwest High School Boosters: Jag Cafe - Winter Events 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549A5AD2EA1FCC16-57518586-jagcafe#/ 
 

Drama: Torie Rodriguez, Drama Parent Coordinator  
March 6 & 13 at 7 PM / March 13 & 14 at 2 PM & 7 PM  
Musical Theatre Production is Legally Blonde 
 
The drama department has volunteers to support the concessions this year and are 
excited for this production! 
 
Please support and attend the performances!  It will be fun show!!! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549A5AD2EA1FCC16-57518586-jagcafe#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549A5AD2EA1FCC16-57518586-jagcafe#/


 
 
Spirit Wear: Jenn Ripkin, Booster Club President  
Please buy and support – we have lots of long sleeve hoodies and also have pajama 
pants with pockets 
 

Need support for Meet the Coaches on Wednesday, March 11 
 
Volunteer opportunities are found here: Exec Board: 2025-2026 Executive Board Help 
Wanted - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-
20252026/27307922#/ 
 

Treasurer: Jen Chacon, Booster Club Treasurer  
QuickBooks Meeting to address the impact of a recent disruption in service with our 
account.  Overview of current budget is below with projection to net ~$5,000 from the 
upcoming 5K. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044BA4AF2DA75-57873767-20252026/27307922#/


 
 

Disbursements: Jen Chacon, Booster  
Requesting Funding: 

• Academy of Finance – $1,500 request (or any donation) to offset covering behind 
the scenes tour of Madison Square Garden – 50 students attending costs $30 
per student 

• Jagbots - $3350 request with a portion covered by NWHS budget from new 
funding allocated to high schools; 67 students on team 

o $1,000 registration can be covered by the school  
o Jenn Moss can help serve as a liaison between Booster Club and Jagbots 

if needed 
• After Prom  

o 15th year of request to support After Prom 
▪ $15 of every prom ticket goes towards After Prom 

o Costs $22,000 to run the event 
o Emphasis on versatility of income th 

• Garden and Greenhouse Club  
o 3 flower events this year at NWHS to help boost school spirit 
o Valentine’s Day flower sales (carnations and roses) – sale was a success 



 
 
CIRCLING BACK ON NWHS SCHOLARSHIPS: 
PTSA Board: Motion to fund  $1,000 for one scholarship and $500 each for two 
scholarships all going to NWHS seniors based on application process 

• Tori Rodriguez moved  
• Jen Teitelbaum seconded the motion 
• Unanimous approval 

 
Booster Club Board: Motion to have the scholarships funded for $1,000 for one 
and 2 scholarships for $500 for NWHS seniors 

• Allison Boyle moved 
• Mike Wychullis seconded the motion 
• Unanimous approval 

 
Next Meeting: April 21, 2026, 7:00 pm, NWHS  
 
Media Center Adjourn PTSA and Booster Club Meeting 
 

MEETING ATTENDEES: PTSA & BOOSTER CLUB MEMBERS 
 

Allison Boyle 
Candice Brown 
Jenn Bauer 
Jen Chacon 
Terry Gayden 
Donny Knepper 
Brittany Luksic 
Amy Mason McClintock 
Lindsey Molnar 
Sandra P 

Jenn Moss 
Marci Reich 
Torie Rodriguez 
Jenn Ripkin 
Scott Smith 
Kim Summers 
Jen Teitelbaum 
Jody Tyler 
Seth Wentz 
Mike Wychulis 

 
 

  


